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Manshes, and sometimes they go a Mile or two off to Sea, and get foul
of the Fishers Nets. I was cleaning a Vessel (that I bought at Samaiang)
on a Bed of Ooze, and had Stages fitted for my People to stand on, when
the Water came round the Vessel, and we weie plagued with five or six
Allegators, which wanted to be 011 the Stage, and every Moment dis-
turbed our Men, so I, and two of my Men, sat on the Vessel's Deck, and
fired Muskets at them, but 0111 Ball did them no Harm, because their
hard scaly Goat was Shot-pi oof At last we contrived to shoot at their
Eyes, and we shot at one so. Assoon as he found himself wounded, he
turned Tail 011 us, and, with gieat Flouncmgs, made towards the Shore
about half a Mile fiom us, and the rest following him, we were pretty
quiet after that. A Day or two after, some Fisheis told us, that they had
seen a dead Allcgator lying on the Shore, and pointed whereabout they
saw him. I went, m a Boat, ashore, and found him lying at full Length.
I measured his Length, and found, from his Nose to his Tail, twenty seven
Foot and an half, and he was about one third Part of his Length in
Circumference about the Belly.

I was in Samaiang in. 1704. in the Months of July and August., when
Navigation on that Coast is accounted dangcious. A War happened then
to break out between the Natives of that Part of Java and the Dutch, about
the Succession of a new Sun Suonan or Emperor, the old one demising
about that Time. The Dutch would impose the old Emperor's Brother
on them against the general Bent of the Nation, and the Nobility
were for his eldest Son, being the established Law and Custom of the
Country.

I being then bound for Batama, the Commodore desired me to carry
a Pacquet of Letters for the General and his Council, which I did, and
delivered them, before they were six Days old, to the General (Jan Van
Room) which Piece of Service recommended rne to his Favour, which he
demonstrated afterwards in some Indulgences I had, and some Confidence
he reposed in me.

The War begun then, lasted 20 Years longer than at first the Dutch
imagined. It taught the Javans the Art of War, having a great Number
ofMaccassers and Bailies., who had been trained up in the Dutch Company's
Wars against several Nations. Many of them came into the eldest Son's
Interest, who having as good Courage and subtle Stratagems., with much
greater Agility of Body than the Dutch, made the War more terrible and
dangerous than any the Company had ever entred into, notwithstanding
the Pretender had a large Party of Javans., and was assisted by Maccassers.,
Amboinese, Bailies and Bougies; but they wanted the European Discipline
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